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ANCIENT SCEPTRE. 


To THE PRINTERS. 





pert agp it would be desirable to publish a descrip- 
tion of the sceptre which was found by me in the jewel 
office, at the Tower, I beg leave to inform you, that it was dise 
covered lust year behind a massy oak press, which is apparently 
everal hundied yearsold, [i was ina case, covered with crime 
wn velvet,extremely decayed; wany of the jewels had dropped 
out of their settings, but none were lost out of the case. he 
septre is of gold, richly ornamented with diamonds and other 
gems, but in a style of workmanship extremely aniique: the 
jewels, some of which are very large, amouat considerably be- 
yond the number of two hundred. On the top, isa white 
myx dove, with the wings expanded, and its feet resting on a 
toss. 

| have examined the records of our several coronations, and 
fad in none any record of this fifth sceptre. In fact, it seems 
vholly supernumerary. There are two with a cross fer the 
ing and queen, and two with adove, At certain parts of the 
tremony, they hald a sceptre in each hand; bat in no part 
we they required to change these sceptres, and they cannot of 
course hold three. My own opinion is, which I offer with 
auch deference, that, when the anciéat regalia were ordered 
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by the parliament, in the time of Charles IL. to be broken up 









and sold, this sceptre was concealed from their ravages, and vil 
that the secret was fost before the Restoration. -Atahat time, pe 
new regalia were made for Charles IL. and I conjecture thai a gia 
new sceptre, with the dove, was then provided in jieu of this § pe: 
ancient one, which was supposed to have shared the fate of gs 
the others. Assuredly, its existence remained unknown during § the 
one hundred and seventy-five years, until | had the good fortune § the 


























to resture it toits place among the royal jewels of Great Bri- 9 go 
tain. . * 

The style of its workmanship appears of high antiquity; and age 
I have liutle hesitation in believing ut to be the original sceptre Wi 
of Edward the Coufessor; consequently, more than seven hane ger 
dred and fifty years old, and the most ancient of our whole § ex 
regalia. - 

As the 4dast- surviving relic of the Heptarchy; itis an ob- 9 do 
ject of national curiosity—many may think, of national im- § doc 
portance, the 
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Abridgment of the ‘Report from the Committee of the 
House of Commons on the State of Menaicity in the | an 


Metropolis, ordered to be printed, July 11, 1815. the 
wh 

(Continued from Page 904.) vic 

bu 

HE evidence of the Rev. W. Gurney, rector of ‘St. Cle- : 


ment Danes, a gentleman of well-known humanity and § eal 
consideration for the poor, is very interesting. It is as follows: 9 Th 


There are three or four sorts of beggars, as different asthe 999, 
army and navy ; some who are stationary the whole day; 'they 
coine to their stand at a ‘certain hour, and they stay so ‘many 
hoars, and then are led perhaps to abother stand. There ‘isa 90 
man with a dog and a‘bat, knéeling in Piccadilly ; ‘I wasn the §- | 
habit of going every day, except Saturday and Sunday, to § 4, 
‘Kensingion Gore; 1 always saw him ata certain hear; he was 


: wl 
about kuecling between nine and ten, and there | found him 94. 
wlieu I returned: these pefsous get a great deal of money, and pre 


live very well, especially if they are pretty well maimed, or if Be 
they are blind, or if they have children. There are others, 
wowen and childrén, Who are moveable itinerant begyars ; they 
move about with the people, not particularly by the street, but all 
with the people; fur instance, at the time of the play they are § 
always very near the theatres; aid if they see » young gentle 9 4, 
man and lady walking together, in deep conversaiion, a? 
Wi 











the 


le- 
ind 


VS; 


ihe 


TS, 


ey 


put 


ire 
lee 


ey 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 983 
will pester them, and run before them “till they give them.a 
penny or twopence ‘to get rid of them: those people at other 
times af the day, if it is a Sunday for instance, will be found 
near chapels, where there are large congregations; they know 
as well where the large congregations are as possible; not that 
they ever yo pithin-side the doors; they keep without-side, and 
there they speak of the benevolence and charity of the persaps 
coming out, and pray for them, and if they get any thing, it 
is well; if not, perhaps, they will afterwards utter imprecatiqns 
igainst them, w rhich I have frequently heard. My chapel in 
Wesi-sireet lias been very much beset by people of this de- 
wription ; they have found out that I have service ou Tuesday 
evening, aad ft have generally three, one at.the corner of 
Little St. Martin’s lane, another neat Monmouth-street, (they 
do aut interfere with gach other,).and one very near the chapel 
door, a very miserable object; he is continually, removed hy 
the man ‘who keeps the.chapel; he asks him to come in, and 
that generally removes him: these sometianes nove from one 
sation to another, according to circumstagces, and according 
foopporianities, There are others who aie continually begging 
from house to house 3 they Zo through.a greatpaunber of stveets 
in the day, occasionally taking a ballad ora bunch of matches, 
and pretend to be picking up bones in the street; and early aa 
the morning, kneeling dowa to areas, tormenting the cook 
when she is busy in the kitchen, until they can get some broken 
Victuals, as they call it; then they go away fora little while ; 
but they actually sell this victuals. 

There are five large gin- shops, or wine-vaylts, as they are 
called, close io Seven Dials, which are constantly frequented. 
Torre i is one where they go in at one door, and out at another, 
w prevent the inconvenience of their retmrping the same way, 
whese there ave so many. A frieat of méine, who lived oppo- 
me, had the curiosity to count how many went in, iv the course 


#f one Sunday moiming, befare he went io.church, and it was 


$20. 
Have you observed fewer Scotch persons than others? Very 


fee Scowh ; in general, those who have come to me are pey- 
wns whe have suffeced some great misfortune, and have been 


vell recommended, and wanted jamediate relief from some 
pressing calamity ; L do not know that L ever wet with apy 
Sctotchmen who caine in that way, whom I suspected of os- 
applying the money given thein, 

[Mr. Garmey might bave added, that these beggars are of 
al persuasions. . There was one who regulaly, at the door of 
the Catholic Chapel in Li ncoln’s fun Fields, petitioned “ for 
the love of the holy virgim,” and other Catholic saints: in half 
an hour afterwards, he was at the door of a Dissenung Meet- 
ing House, bawling “ for the love of Christ.” The evening 
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placed him at West-street, or at some other chapel, belonging 
to the Established Church.] 

Joseph Butterworth, Esq. M. P. in the committee of the 
Stranger’s Friend Society, remarks, 

In the course of my observations [ have. noticed the condi- 
tion of many beggars, their cases have been inquired into, and 
in the general way they have been found to be impostors; and 
I am persuaded they are the most profligate and idle description 
of character: Tam convinced that very few, if any honest, in- 
dastrious, and sober people, ever have recourse to begging. In 
the neighbourhood where I live there is a great resort for beg. 
gars; aod I have made some inquiries into their. condition, 
There are two public-houses in Church lane, St. Giles’s, whose 
chief support depends upon beggars; one called the Beggar's 
Opera, which is the Rose and Crown public-house, and the 
other the Robin Hood. The number that trequent those houses 
at various times, are computcd to be from 210.300. 1 have 
been credibly informed, they. are divided into: companies, and 
each company is subdivided into what are called walks, and 
each company has its particular walk: if this walk be consi- 
dered beneficial, the whole company take it by turns, each 
person keeping it from half an hour to three or four hours: 
their receipts, at a moderate calculation, cannot be less than 
three to five shillings a day, each person, frequently :more, 
They cannot be supposed to'spend less at night than hualf-a- 
crown, and they generally pay sixpence for their bed. They 
are to be found in those houses throughout the day, but in great 
numbers from eight‘to nine o'clock in the morning, aud late in 
the evening. It is their custom to'sally out early in the mora- 

‘ing, and those who have any money lett of the preceding day’s 
earning treat the rest with spirits, before they Legin the opera- 
tions of the day. I have been informed, thai they have a kind 
of committee to organize the’ walks to be frequented by each 
person, and thev generally appropriate the best walks to the 
senior beggars, 1b rotation. 

I would beg to state’ to the committee, that from much ob- 
servation | am satisfied that Sunday schools, if properly coh- 
ducted, are of essential importance to the lower: classes of so- 
ciety. [have hid occasion to inspect several Sunday schools 
for some years past, and L have particularly observed the chil 
dren, who at first-come to the schools dirty and ragged, in the 
course of a few months have become clean und veat in theit 
persons; and their behaviour, from my own observation, and 
the report of « great number of teachers, bas rapidly improved: 
T allude to those schools where the teachers are grataitous, as 
I find that no persons who are paid do the work half so well 


as those who do it from motives of real benevolence. n 
1e 
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The visitors of The Stranger’s Friend Society well knew a 
negro beggar, who about two years since used to stand by 
Messrs. Elliou and Rebinsoo’s tea warehouse, uear Finsbury- 
square, who has retired to the West Indies, with a fortune, it 
is supposed, of about 1500). obtained by this mode of life. 

[conceive (and this observation is founded on long experi- 
ence,) tbe best method of affording relief in cases of real dise 
wess, is for benevolent persons to make private collections 
themselves, and to bestow the produce apon worthy objects, 
but not to give them petitions to carry about, as it only teaches 
them the art.of begging, which they seldom forget when once 
sequired; | have of.en bad petitions of three and .four yeats 
gid, with real signatures, and those petitions three ‘aud four 
gmes over. | would also add, that there are many persons who 
lwe by writing letters aud petitions: a man ia Rose-street, 
Long Acre, gets bis living eutirely by that ewpleyment ; he is 
pevertheless so idle, that he frequently will not write letters 
when applied for, and the money brought.to be. paid to 
him at the, time... There is also apother,,person in the 
Broadway Westwiuster, who gets his livelihood in ‘the same 
manner. 

Mr. Sampson Sievenson, overseer of St. Giles’s parish, last 

year, 
" [ have heard them say, that they have made three or four 
shillings a day ta begging shoes, for sometimes they got shoes 
that really were very good ones; and their mode of exciting 
charity for shoes is, invariably to go barefooted, and scarify 
their feet and heels with something or another to, cause the 
bluod as it were to, flow; | have seen them in, that situation 
many times; aod thus they sally out to, their d)ffecent depart- 
hents, but invariably changing their routes.each day, for one 
isscarcely ever seen in the same direction two days together, 
but another takes his situation, I never saw them eat broken 
victuals, 

Do you apprehend they sell that? They ejther sell it o 
throw it anay; IL have never seen one instance of their 
bringing auy to their place of rendezvous, the public house 
they meet at. 

Have not they taken it to their family? No;;it is very sel- 
dom they go to their family "tll they have been at their pub- 
lic house ; in fact most of them have no lodgings. There aye 
houses where there are forty or fifty of them, like a gaol; the 
porter stands at the door, and iakes the woney ; for threepence, 
they have clean straw, or something like it; for those who pay 
four pence, there is something wore decent; for sixpeonce they 
have a bed: they are all locked in for the nicht, lest they should 
take the property: in the morning there is a general muster 
below. JI bave asked country paupers who have-come ny re 
ief, 
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lief, how they have been entertained; they shy, Very badly : 
athey have gone there. The serv.nts vo and examine all the 
laces, to sve that all is free from felony; ant thet they are 
t out into the street, just as you would open the duor of’, 
gaol, and let out forty or filty of them together, and at night 
they come again: they have uo settled bubitations, but those 
places to which they resort; but there are numbers of thote 
houses in St. Giles’s. 
Mr. G..H. Malme, of St. Juhn’s, Westminster, says, 
Going along the High street, Borough, | saw a number of 
persons, whom, by their appearance, | knew to be ititierant 
beggars, travelling by passes: observing » wan ard: his family 
divide, close to the church, and the woman cake a pass out of 
her pocket, & guessed the business they were upon; and, on 
paying « little attention to their furiher proceedings, found this 
family were making use of two passes: the woman went in to 
the shop, where one of the overseers resided, taking with her 
all the children’s and the man went afterwards with some of 
them, by which means they got double allowance. 



































(To be concluded in our next.) 





ALL SOULS DAY, 
[rFRoM A FRENCH PAPER.] 


¥ T was doubtless, for the particular benefit of great cities, 

where existence is spent in the midst of a vortex, which al- 
Jows us no leisure to look back on the past, that religion has 
particularly instituted a day consecrated to the remembrance 
of those who have'preceded os in the tomb. The villagers, 
who have daily before theireyes, the ashes of their fathers, 
cannot repair to religious solemnities without passing close to 
the rastic cemétery where the ashes of their ‘ancestors repose. 
But in this brilliant capital, where it is the object of pradent 
fegulationsto remove from out temples the asylums of the 
dead, it is at least proper that we should once a year seek amotig 
these funeral shades some affecting recollections, and, remote 
from the twofold tumaltof business and of passion, listen to 
the lesson of tombs. 

Being <o far fortunate as to be influenced by the last motive 
only, in making my pilgrimage, on the 2d of November, the 
Jours des Morts, (Ali Soals Day) towards the field of repose 
culled the Cemetery of the Pere Lachaise, l may be allowed, 
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on such au occasion, to offer afew observations. 1 must con- 


fess I did not expect that 1 should be provided with many 1 
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prials for such a.purpose. [ was persuaded that my fellow- 
guizens, without feariug death, had litle desire to contemplate 
bisimage. What then was my astonisiimentat finding, in this 
pelancholy spol, a crowd greater then is usually ailracted to 
he most agreeable promenades, even those oa which Jaoxury 
gad fashion have bestowed the greatest eelebrity. My first 
feeling was not that of approbation. **§ What!” said I to 
myselt, “* bas frivolity found an altar evea among the tombs? 
js this spot to be transformed into a Funeral Longehamp, and 
jsa religious piigrimage to become a promenade of the boa 
ton?” 

A more attentive observation convinced me of my injuse 
tice. This numerous assemblaze was covered wh ‘sadness. 
Itseemed as if the numerous beings around me had come, ri- 
pened by wisfortune, to hold in silence their place in this field, 
where all interests, all passions, ail calculations vanish, A 
melancholy gravity governed thei several conversations, which 
had all one common objcct—the envy of the happiness of the 
dead—W hat bitter satire on whe sitaxtion of the living! 

What touching or terrible scenes formed detached paris of 
this lagubriogs pictare! Here a mother and three daughters, 
inlong mourning dresses, were prostrating themselves on the 
tomb of a bemg who was dear to them: 


J’ai vu—j’ai va eouler des larmes veritables. 


Ihave seen—lI have seen unfeigned tears,flow. 


There a funeral was emtering, and the attendants could with 
tificulty penetrate the crowd. It was the funeral of a youn 
hdy, who had become the victim of recent events. She had 
Withstood the dilapidation of her property, the total loss of 
her fortune, but a shock produced by an unexpected disaster 
tetininted her days. Why should the ravages of war be ex- 
teniled beyond the field ot battle? IL deplore the fall of this 
tofortunitie woman, while the people who surrounded the grave, 
in'their simple lanvuage, felicuated her for having escaped 
ftom ull the evils of ‘this ‘life. 

One woman did more; her visage was pale; her air dis- 
ttacted; at the moment the coffin was descending, | saw her 
fpprouch the grave, and endeavour to throw herself into it. 
She was seized, and held back. 1 contemplated ber with hor- 
tor; she seemed to me the silent but energetic interpreter of all 
‘the travellers to the field of death. 

However, the more sombre tints of this gloomy scene ap- 
peared gradually to efface, and its aspect to excite milder sen- 
talioms—tiiose sorrows and regrets which are mingled with 
hopes. The contrast ‘formed by this field, where shrubs and 

protect the mausuleums, where the evergreen —_ up 
y 
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by the side of the tomb of Delille, with the grand political 
stage on which we have for 25 yer rs had to struggle with so 
many storms—this striking comparison of our long agitations 
and eternal repose—appeared to impress a melincholy, not 
destitute of voluptuousness, on all minds, Betore | departed 
from this dwelling of sa:ness, [ cast a look on that population 
promissed to the grave, and of which it seemed already to take 
possession; and amidst all the contused conversation of the 
groups, I still fancied L heard these two verses of one of -our 
modern poets :— 


« La moit est secourable, et la tombe est tranquille; 
Ab! contre le malheur il n’est point d’autre asile!” 
Death gives relief, and peaceful is the grave, 
W hat other refuge can misfortune bave! 

i) 





Extraordinary Cure of Hyphochondria. 


Wealthy Swiss farmer, much affected with. hypochondria, 
came to Langenau to consult the celebrated Michael 
Schuppach, better known by the appellasion of the mountain 
doctor, “ I have seven devils in my belly,” said he; “ no 
fewer than seven.” ** These are more tian seven,” replied the 
doctor with ihe ulinost eravity; “ if you countthem right you 
will find eight.” After questioning the patient concerning his 
case, he promised to cure hin in eigh: days, duwing which 
time he would every morning rid him of one of his trouble. 
some inmates, at the rate of one louis d’or each. “ But,” ad- 
ded he, “ as the last will be much more obstinate and difficult 
to expel than the others, f shall expect two louis d’or for him,” 
The farmer agreed (o these terms, the bargain was struck, and 
the doctor impressing upon all present the necessity of secrecy, 
promised to give the nine loutsd’or to the poor of the parish. 
ext morning the imaginary demoniac was brought to hia, 
and placed neara kind of machine which he had wever seen, be- 
fore, by meaus of which he received an electric shock. The 
farmer roared: out lustily. “ Tuere goes one!” said the doctor 
with the utmost gravity. Next day the same. operation was 
repeated: the farmer bellowed as be:ore, aud the doctor coolly 
remarked—~—* Another is off!” Lua this maoner he proceeded 
to the seventh. When ie was preparing to attack the last, 
Schuppach reminded bis patient that be now had veed of all 
his courage, for this was the captain of the gang, who would 
make a more obstinate resistance than any of the others. The 
shock was this time so strong as to extend the demoniac on the 
floor. ‘ Now they are all goue!” said the doctor, and ordered 
9 the 
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ie farmer to be putto bed, On recovering bimself, the latter 
ieclared that he was completely cured; he paid the nine louis’ 
for with abundance of thanks, and went back in the best 
jritsto his village. Cvedible witnessses attest this extraor- 
i. cure, which proves the acutenessof the doctor, as well 
gthe truth of Solomon’s proverb, “ That with the fool we 
past sometimes talk like a fool.” 







pe. 





Letter from a Returned Tourist to the Editor. 
Dear Sir, October, 1815. 


Promised you some memoranda of my tour to Paris and 
Brussells; but it occupied only six weeks. The endea- 
wor to leave nothing unseen was exceedingly laborious, al- 
hough curiosity was unsated, and the objects yielded conti- 
tool gratificetion, Scarce auy time, however, could be spared 
fe ecting, The atiention, on first landing in France, is caught 
_— singular air of antiquity which appears in the costume 

many men, most women, in houses and stveets: the vulgar- 
boking petticoated priests, with enormous cocked hats and 
grey bands; the women, with high-ruaised lapelled and winged 
aps, apparently very expensive, or twisted head handkerchiefs 
wd woodea shoes: porters, stable boys, and pig-drivers, with 
wcked hat¥, queues, and. vast ear-rings: postillions, with 
boots resembling heavy clumsy bucke's : narrow streets, withe 
wt; flat pavement: houses, six or seven stories high: shops, 
@mmonly without glass windows, open to the floor: beds vi- 
ible in many grovnd rooms: chatting groupes, on coarse 
cuits, before almost every docr: the clumsy structure of all 
whicles: every thing brings to remembrance the representa= 
lions of scenes aud persons in old prints and pictures. Ac- 
gommodations of all sorts at the inns are generally good ; beds 
prticularly : the waiters are slovens. The roads are without 
wnpikes, twice as wide as our’s, pitched in the middle, the 
pitching barely wide enough for the passage of two carriages, 
qite strait, between avenues of ‘rees, often of good growth, 
fequently of apples and pears. The arrangement for the sup- 
jy of busses at post houses, regulated by the government, is 
wry convenient. The public carniages, diligences, &c. al- 
though ludicrously ugcouth, are suid to be commodious, regu 
lat, safe, and cheap. But fifty tourists have described these 





things, and displayed the curiosities of the towns and villages, 
he gay boulevards, the palaces and museums of Paris and its 
@virons. | would rather describe the habits, manners, reli- 
fous and moral siate of the people ; but ia truth, our short 
ud rapid tour afforded little or no opportunity for correct 
Vol, 55. 7B judge- 
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judgement on these subjects. I will mention a few circum.’ 
stances,and leave you to make your own inferences. 

Tue camps of foreign armies surround Paris : Prassian ar. 
tilery is stationed near the royal palace; the loaded cannog 
are pointed at the levee and council chambers: the streets are 
filled with toreign soldiers, either marchingin array, or lounging 
in quest of amusement. Englishmen in ‘such case ‘would go 
into anourning, would. fastand pray, and pine with grief, 
Paris, although Frenchmen are indignant enough, appears 
more gay amidst its suffering, than London would at any time 
of gener | rejoicing. The streets are filled with jugglers, 
mowstebanks, puppet-shews, and booths of toys and petty 
finery, ‘Tue whole bas the appearance of a contiunal gay and 
ndisy fair. Paris appears to have ‘ho other trade ‘than thit of 
amusément aud luxury, at leastin September. “Nuinerous pubs 
lic gardens are open by day, and-many- by vight, for the 
amusemect of the public. The boulevards, ‘indeed, appear’ 
for %veral miles to be’ « continual’ Vauxhall ; but Tivoli and 
Ruzgieri’s Gardens combine all that appears to be character. 
istic of Parisian gaie'y: they probably exceed in size Sidney 
Gardens, ‘Bath, about four times: in different” parts are sta. 
tioned musicians: here is a good concert of vivlins’ and vio- 
Jon¢ellos ; there Italians siug their fivest aits’to well-hurinos 
nized lutes: at due distance asmall stage exhibits lively onee 
act farces to a standing andicnce: proceed, and you find @ 
stage with capital performers of legerdemaine;°a litle further 
a panorama shew-box ; then a buffoon, who mimicks passiong 
and characters: then jeu de carousel ; a roundabout, where 
groWn people ride, and tilt-at ating: a lottery for toys: an 
gpen amphitheatre for wahzing, with abundant music : shooting 
at » bird of wood with a cross bow; when the bird is struck, the 
€xplosion, of a pistol announces: the success ; ‘magnificent 
tuurblinig and rope dancing, in Which ared deer is taught to be 
ad principal performer; be walks up and down an- inclined 
plane raised near 40 teet, and not more than a foot wide, in the 
midst of a general explosion of whizzing, blazing, and thute 
dering fire-works ; some of which, appended to balloons, ex- 
plode as they fly. 

The Conducteur de 'Etranger a Paris ts a thick 12m0 vo- 
lame, containing about $50 pages, filled with short notices of 
Parision sights Every thing ts a sight, from the throne to the 
dungeon ; from the cradle of the peti. Napoleon to the tombs 
of those whe were murdered by the furies of Robespierre. 
The pride of all seems to be this, above every thing else, that 
their capital is an object of general ecuriosiuy. As objects of 
curiosity, they seem equally to esteem those which record the 
horrors of revolutionary anarchy, the atrocious pillages of 
_ potver 
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giher nations by Buonaparte, or the tyranny and vices of ‘their 
od monarchs. ; Ki 
Monsieur Le’ Noi: has a well-known museum of ancient 
tombs. 

The catacombs are a vast subterraneous puppet show of 
iled skeletons. 

_Ja the grand museum of natural history, which is indeed a 
poble collection, and which, if. arranged in illustration of nae 
jral theology, might become the most instructive and im- 
proving as well as most delightful of sights: the first apart- 
ments exhibit skeletons illustrating comparative anatomy. 
Here the bearings and. the ties, the strong connections, nice 
dependencies of parts with paris, of all with the whole, the re- 
jtions of the whole with its Almighty Author, overawe the 
pind; but one of the first human +keletons attracts attention 
by an inseription recording an instance of such atrocious 
quelty, that it is difficult to conceive the barbarity that could 
have exercised it, or the utter destitution of moral sense of 
jstice or of humanity in a people who can consider it asa 
abject to be recorded with ostentation, and to be recorded in 
weha place! One hand and ‘arm of the skeleton is mani- 
fesily charred by fire. The inscription is as follows: 

“ Squelette de Soleyman el Haleby, jeune Syrien, instruit, 
mais tres fanatique, assassin de. Kleber, general en chef de 
lemee Francoise en Egypte, fut arrete, condamne a eure em- 
pile apris avoir eu la main droit brule ; d’euviron quatre heures 
wmilieu des plus cruelles souffrances sans faire entendre une 
gule plainte; la brulure de la main s'est portee jusqu’ aux os, et 
kpal apres avoir dilacere les visceres du bas ventre, les nerfs, 
les vaisseaux, a fraictree los sacrum, deux vertebres lom- 
baires, et s'est implantee dans le canal vertebral !” 

Such ao exbivition is a crime against the dignity of science 
wwellas of bumanity. But for a-similar instance of cool 
winuieness of horrible description, see in notes to Darwin’s 
“Loves of Plants,” the narrative of a Dutch sargeou, who 
wiched the dying agonies of some beaatilul females in China 
wih a stop-watel in his hand to notice the effects of the upas 
pison. But what was this young Syrian’s crime? he matched 
ino the camp of a cruel enemy, whose forces had laid waste 
bis country, and wantonly mas-acred his friends and nearest 
tations : he struck with his dagger the savage leader of these 
werciless murderers in the midst of his staff of officers. Se- 
veral Frenchmen who read the inscription while [ copied it, 
claimed, Ali! le coquin! 

The spleen exciied by this object was not evaporated when I 
Fent to see another exhibition, which Lcould have been pleased 
have placed in the same room with this skeleton; it is called 
les Puces Trayuilleuses ; it isina street between the Thuilleries 
7 Be Gardens, 
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Gartlens and the Place Vendome, where the vast brazen pillar 
records, by splendid sculpture, that in the space of three 
months Buonaparte overrun and laid waste all Germany. The 
puces are real living fleas, exhibited on a sheet of white paper, 
and band magnifiers are given to the spectators: they «re 
chained by minute golden chains to minute golden carriages; 
they are goaded when they skip out of the road with a small 
needle: one drags a round ball, another a golden coach, ¢ 
third a golden cannon, a fourth a bronze elephant on a golden 
car. The keeper said, he fed them daily for au hour upon his 
arm. 


Ingenious trifle! toy of toilsome whim! 
Bright, polisti’d creatures! light of bounding limb! 
Thirsty of blood, and resiless foes of rest! 
Licentious! yet with golden fetters blest! 

onsters for microscopes! your fetter’d state 
Excites aur wonder, and revives our hate. 
Concentrate venom ! with three grains of gold! 
Oh, France! the emblem of thy sons bebuld. 


Of the famed scene of profligacy—the Paliis Royal—I saw 
little ; but what { observed in passing through the arcades was 
not more offensive to delicacy than the ordinary appearance of 
the lobbies of our London playhouses, and the arcades of 
Covent Garden. [ am willing to believe that France possesses 
many good and eminently enlightened men ; but these are net 
to be distinguished from eminently good and enlightened Ens 
zlishmen or Germans. I have known such; but these in all 
countrics are exceptions to national character. The ruling 
passion of individuals is a folly or a vice. The sage may 
have corrected, the saint subdued it. The national charac. 
teristic is-a folly or a vice, or both; but a sage or a 
sainted nation has not yet existed, nor will exist, while re 
ligion, the trae basis of morals, is indastriously set at variance 
with common sense ; while one set of men exalts ceremonials 
above rectitude, and another Jabours to divert all attention from 
practical piety to the jargon of mysticism. Of the religious 
or moral state of France my observation enables me to say 
bat Intle. We entered many churches, and they appeared to 
be thinly attended, and chiefly by women; but this circum. 
stance alone may perhaps rather prove a change in the national 
taste than a want of piety. The puerilities and anilitis of 
the ceremonial are probably become generally offensive. The 
Fiench have lively imaginations, and have exhibited some noble 
instances of piety. [ think it probable that a simple and dig- 
nified liturgy, without idle repetitions or expressions, vnwat- 
rented by the gospel, —a ceremonial without idolatry or fop- 
pery,—might in France bring the greater part of the popwla- 
tion to church ; and possibly might overcome religious differ 
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ences, and unite Cirristians of different denominations in one 
under one shepherd. 

_ Io Flanders the worship of the virgin seeins to exclure all 
others: ber dress, and the decorations of her altars, exhibit a 
jaste only ty be matched by thé vaderstandings of the Belgian 
bishops, who could in the 19th century remonstiate «against 
the tuleration of any Christians, vot acknowledging the infalli- 
bilty of the pope, nor adoring our lady of H tle or of Ant- 
yerp! We passed half a day in wandering over the fields of 
Mout St. Jean, or Water.oo. Guides who witnessed the sight 
are readily procured, The arrangement of the batile is eas ly 
traced. We were there three inon:bs after the day of final 
slaughter; yet th- plain was strewn with torn papers, frags 
ments of hats, jackets shoes, gaiters, splinters of muskets, care 
tridge papers, &c. Ke; and the sandy suilisthickly sowa with 
bullets The’ plough as yet spares the mounts which cover 
thousands, The walls of a baron at La Sainte Hay farm were 
still deeply stained with blood. We left the plains with much 
impression of melancholy. Th: fine town of Brussels contains 
$0,000 busy inhabitants. The battle, with the precursive 
fight, and succeeding pursuit, sent to the grave more than dou. 
ble that number! 


Peace to the plain! and peace to the slain! 

Defenders of freedom, ye fell not in vain : 

When the grave-rending trumpet shall rouse ye again, 
» May ye triumph with Hia who was slaiu for the sluin | 


Bot the muse of Walter Scott will describe with correctness 
the sight and the scenery, and express, with adequate energy, 
the high emotions which sucha subject must excite, I theres 
fore shall conclude this slight retrospect with regret, that upen 
review of what | have writtea [ find so little worthy of record, 
I send it, bowever, to prove that [ have been willing to send 
ou some account of the feelings excited by the tour, accords 
ag to my promise; yet, perhaps, notices, even scauty as these, 
thoug!; the y woy add nothing new to your stock of knowledge, 
May usefully carry the weight of a single vote in behalf of 
dther statements, nay occ»sivnally revive some trains of more 
interesting thoughts, and will at all events serve 10 couvey the 
good wishes of 


Your obliged, VIATOR. 


P.S. As the remarks on the skeleton and the fleas are ra 
ther derogatory from the national character with regard to 
wasibdility and moral tact, though not so. much so as Vole 
taire’s simile of the monkey and tiger, f must not withhold my 
ttximony in favour of French affability and Pe manners, 
Perhaps the prevailing vanity, the defierency o 


moral fec ling, 
and 
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and the polish of manners, may be traced ina great degree to 
the military spirit which has forages been cultivated in Fiance, 
perhaps to the disadvantage of the civic virtues, the holy, fae 
mnily of peace. ‘ 

ln most even of the most splendid hotels, the vile odours on 
the landing-places of the common staircase, and the vileness 
of certain conveniences, not to be named “ to ears polite,” 
are particulaily offensive to every Englishinan ; and * forma 
strenge contrast with the geveral splendour of the apartments 
and the furniture. 

We heard an epigram on a lady who forsook gallantry for 
devotion, and wishing after a time to chavge back.again, 
found to her grief that it was too late. 


Corinne en vain s’epuise en efforts superflus ; 

La virtu n’en veut point, la vice n’en veut plus, 

Vain are the efforts of decay’d Corinne 

To tury to virtue or return to sin. ” 
Tremember that when children, we had a game in which two 
pushed a third from one to the other, exclaiming, “ none of 
my child.” 





Reflections of a Solitareona Review of his Library. 


ERE do I meet with friends, whose company is ever de- 

ligh ful. They are of all countries and of all ages ; diss 
tinguished in the various branches of literature; with whom 
to associste is both pleasant and profitable. Always at com. 
mand, they appear whenever summoned, and retire when so 
desired. They answer with alacrity and courtesy to all ques- 
tions asked, ond, though peremptory and decisive in reply, vet, 
in delivery of their sentiments, are they ever mild and com. 
pl cout. Some of these personages present to my view the 
events of pust ages; some the transactions of recent date, 
Some point out to my votice the most distant parts of the 
glove, with the manners and customs of its inhabitants; others 
rev alto me the secrets of nature, and display the investiga. 
tions «f science and progress of the arts. Sone, amongst 
these my constint, ant almost only friends, ia sallies of wit 
and humour, dispel melancholy, attenuate pain, and enliven 
my spits. Some teach me the moral duties, some the sub- 
lime sruths of revealed religion, recommending tranquillity of 
mind, goverment of emper, moderation in desires, and cheer 
fui su omission to the divine «6.3 and, io that sacred yvoume, 
above oll others to be prized, the holy scriptures, am | in- 
Siructed how to live, huw to prepare for death, and how 
to 











































r~ 





éto 
nee, 
fae 


3 on 
ness 
te,” 
ma 
ents 


for 
ain, 


two 
e of 


de- 
lige 
om 
Me 


eg- 
et, 
me 
the 
ite, 
the 
ers 
zie 
7st 
wit 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER: 9385 


to obtain in # future state happiness everlasting. In just 
requitab tu entertainment in-such abund.nee, to benefi's so 
important as these, my darling assoctates hve the best s«ecom- 
modations, are adorted in & manver becoming their worth, and 
duily ‘receive the tribute of my tervent and most grateful 
thanks. 








_ 
» 


INTERESTING TRIAL. 


—_ ~ = 


HE decision (in the court of King’s Bench) of the fol- 

lowing case at the sittings’ at Westminster, atier Enster 
term, 55 Geo. IIL. being af considerabie nnportance io bauk- 
ers, nerchanis, and others, we therefore give it'as reported in 


Campbell. 
OUTHWALTE AND ANOTHER U. LUNTLEY. 


This was an action by the indorsees against the. indorser of 
a bill of exchange for S16), 8s Sd. dated 15th Mach, 1814, 
drawn by-Os-end-S- upon K. and Co. payable te-tue order of- 
the drawers at three mouths afier date. 

The defence was, that the ‘bill ‘liad been vitiated by an al- 
teration = Lt appeared, that after the bill had been drawn and 
indorsed by Ovund S.it was lef for acceptaace with K. and 
Co. the drawers. ‘[t was then dated 5:h Murch s without the 
consent of the drawets, they altered the date to the I5ih, and 
then wecepted it. 

Park, for the ‘plaintiffs, contended that this alteration did 
not vitiate the bill, Uitil acceptance it was not a perfect bill, 
and could not be considered as negociated. Besides, the al- 
teration here was evidently for the advantage of the drawers, 
% it gave further time to provide for the bill, and their con- 
sent to it uiight be unplied. 

Lord Ellenborough. Before acceptance the bill of ex- 
change wasa perfect instrument, on which the drawers might 
have been sued; avy material alteration of it in that state 
therefore rendered u void. Lt is impossible to say that post- 
poning the time of payment is always advaniageoas to the pare 
lies liable on the bill, Without my knowing it, | way thus be 
atof England at the ume when a bill drew becomes payable 
and is dishonoured, and thus having made uv provision tor it, 
fom the belief that it was duly honvured some time before, 
this postponement may cause the rein of my credit. Besides, 
consent would not justify the alteration with a view to the 
stamp laws after the bill bad been vegociated. Plaintiffs non 
suited, 


9 Espinasse, 
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Espinasse, in iis Digest of she Laws of Actions and Trials ag. 


Nisi Prius, says, that # petitionmg creditor's. debt, must beg 
bon. fide debt, aud such as can be matoiained and recovered 
at. common Jaw. Heoce it seems clew, that such an altered, 
bill as the above case furnishes would not be sufficieut to py 
hold and warrant proceedings under a commission of bankrupt, 
notwithstanding the petitioning creditor had obtained such 
commission, 6n his affidavit of debt, bond, &c. of the tord 
chancellor in the usual way. 





A QUID PRO QUO, 


“IR. William Wraxall relates the following ;—‘ His present. 


majesty once said to Sir J. Irwin, a celebrated bon vizant 
“ They tell me, Sir Johu, that you love a glass of wine” 
* Those, Sir, who have so reported me to Your majesty,’an- 
awered he, bowing profoundly, ‘ have dgne me great njusiice; 
they sliould have said a dyélle.’ ; “p 





7, aren aes vr ne a oe ae — 


THE CITY MAYORS. 


i 1" choice of mayors, “twill be confest, 
A The citizens are prone to jest: 
Of late a gentle FLower they tried,— 
November came, and check’d is pride ; 
A UuNTER next, on palfiey grey, 
Proudly prane’d his year away ; 
Tuey then—ygood order’s foes to scare, 
Plac’d Brrcu upon the civic chair ; 
Alas! this year, ‘tis understood, 
They inean to wake a mayor of Woop! 





Auswer by N. Andrews, Professor of Mathematics at Penzance, 
to C. F.s Question, taken fran the Ladies Diary, und inserteg 
October 23, 1815. 


I ET 8, pn, and ¢, be the sines of the Z’s, x one side, 400=3, 
sa 


t« 


then by trigonometry, D2 X F283: —, 02K r:ti--, ands 
a™ t™ nb a a 
xX — +-—=—4, whence x == ——, hence it appears thet 
a a nest 


17% G19, 79,204, and 142,755, “are the sides of the A\ formed 


by the wees, 
6 HAYTIAN 
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HAYTIAN COURT DRESSES. 


ERY superb dressesfor the queen and princesses of Hayti 
V have jast been finished by eae of our fashionable dress 
gakers. They are as follow :— 


QUEEN OF HAYTI'S DBESsS. 


Consists of petticoat of white satin, richly embroidered in 

\d sun-flowers, terminating at the bottom with a broad gold 
finge, the train of white satin, embroidered like the petticoat, 
oped up on eath side (to form a dtapery) wit! gold tassels 
aod bullion; a beantifal gold net falls from the lett shoulder, 
and fastened under the right arm, beld up bv large cords of 
bullion over the slioulder, the corners and edges finished with 
fasséls and fringe ; a rich plume of white feathers, ornamented 
by combs of immense valve, completes the dress. Thit dress 
may be considered as achef d’oeuvre in the court-dress stile, 
being by far the richest and most elegant ever made in this or 
any other country. 


TRE PRINCESSES’ DRESS. 


The Gret—a petticoat of lilec satin, richly trimmed with 
three rows of gold and silver fringe, so arranged to form dra- 
peries ; the body ornamented in like manner, finished at the 
bosom with a gold and silver cestus, with a finely executed 
rose, from which is suspended an elegant sush of gold and 
siiver net: the train is of silver tissue, richly embroidered 
round the bowtom with large leaves iu green chenille, (the 
veins of the leaves in gold), and large red reses; the sleeves 
are of silver tissue, each with a Gower, the same ic round the 
train ; a very beautiful frag and tassels finishes the back ; the 
whole trimmed ail round with gold and silverfrimge to corres- 
pond with the petticoat. 

The second—a pink corded satin petticoat and train, the 
petticoat covered with beautiful blond lace, richly worked ia 
silver, the bottom embroidered with scollops in silver lame, 
looped up on each side with large bunches of French flowers, 
roses and lilies of the valley; ihe train ornamented at the bot- 
tom with an elegant wreathing of silyer hops and French 
toses, terminated by a broad blond lace worked in silver lama, 
like the petticoat ; the sleeves richly embroidered in silver, as 
also the body, which is finished at the bosom with a silver t 
cestus. From the left shoulder depends a rich drapery of 
blond and silver, finished on the right side by a very beautiful 
wreath of roses and other flowers. 





Vol. 55. 7 C HAY- 
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HAYTIAN STATE CARRIAGE, 


A state carriage for the king of Hayti has been ‘coustructed 
as follows:—The body is formed peculiarly for the country, 
the front projecting for the purpose of ‘shade, the lining: of ihe 
richest velvet, embroidered with the star of the order of St. 
Henry; the trimmings of pure gold. In the centre of the 
roof is a beautiful embroidered star of the order; the drapery 
fringed with gold of immense richness. The painting of the 
body is most exquisitely executed, the lower pannels being 
painted the royal colour, celestial blue: the arms beautifully 
painter, surrounded with ornaments, and encircled with an ele- 
gant border of flowers. The upper pannels are covered with 
a mosaic net work, enriched with military and naval trophies ; 
the cornice to the roof is extremely rich, terminating with 
pheenixes at each corner, and besides supported with emble- 
matical figurés of liberty, justice, and fortitude, and sur- 
mounted with the royal crown; rich gilt mouldings surround 
the framed work of the body; the lamps are peculiarly con- 
structed, and of grand appearance, The carriage part, which 
is a crane, or swan-necked, appears one mass of exquisite 
figures and ornaments, particularly the hind standards, where 
lions, supporting the arms, are surmounted with trophies and 
crowns, aud elevated on blocks-of excellent workmanship. 
The seat and forepart, resembling the lion’s standards, are 
solidly gilt. The brace and every ornament correspond with 
equal grandeur. There are,besides, harness for eight horses, 
which, for grandeur and elegance, exceed description ; it ap- 
pears a mass of silver, in which is displayed the nicest art of 
embossing. The bridles surmounted with rich plumes of fea- 
thers, correspond in taste and elegance with the carriage. 
There are also twenty-two other carriages and harness for 119 
horses, for the royal tamily and nobility, particularly three for 
the prince and princesses. 





EXALTED PIETY. 


T is related of a young woman in reputation for her sanctity, 
that she passed whole days in prayer. The bishop heard 

of it, and went to see her. -“ Whatarethen the long prayers,” 
said ine, “ to which you consecrate your days?” “ 1 repeat 
my Pater Noster,” said the girl. “ The Pater Noster,” re 
plied the bishop, “ is certainly an excellent prayer; but it is 
short, and soon said.” “ O my Lord?” returned the girl, 
“ what ideas of the grandeur, power, and goodness of God, 
are included in these two words, Pater Noster! They are 
enough for a week’s meditation.” 


9 POETRY. 
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Pa QO Bex Te Ri 


TO WELLINGTON. 
(From Walter Scott’s Field of Waterlov.} 


Nas too, whose deeds of fame renew’d, 
Bankrupt. a nation’s gratitude, 

To thine own noble heart must owe 

More than the meed she can bestow; 

For not a people’s just acclaim, 

Not the full hail of Europe’s fame, 

Thy prince’s smiles, thy state’s decree, 

The ducal rank, the garter’d knee, 

Not these such pure delight afford 

As that, when hanging up thy sword, 

Well may’st thou think, ** ‘This honest stee! 

Was ever drawn for public weal; 

And, such was rightful Heaven’s decree, 

Ne’er sheathed unless with victory!” 











For the Wrrexty ENTERTAINER. 





BATTLE OF WATERLOO. 


ARK} hark? the loud, appalling strain, 
The hoarse, resounding rate, 
From Waterlvoo’s ensanguin’d plain 
We hear the shout of battle. 
Then where’s the soul that would not fly, 
to spite of danges’s cries? 
W hen thender’s hurl’, to rouse the ‘world, 
W hen thunder’s buri’d, to rouse the world, 
‘To conquer peace by victory— 
While glory shouts, arise! arise!” 
While glory shouts ** arise!” 


And long shalievery Briton tell, 
And proudly hai} the story, 
How Picton and our heroes fell, 
To crown their shades with glory. 
Then where’s the suv), &c. 


Long, long shal feeling heave the sigh, 
And mourn for worth departed 5 

For tho’ the brave in batile vie, 
in love they’re tender-heasted- 

Then where's, &c. 


And now, while sorrow mourns the day, 
O’er Waterloo repining, 

The souls of herves haste away, 
On seraph’s wings reclining- 

Then where’s Kc. 


W hci 
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Thro’ realais of ether aay 

To Prussia’s chief they raise the song, 
And Erin’s son aduring. 

Then where’s &c. 


While as they bear their charge along, 
; 


*G. M. BUTT. 








STANZAS.—BY HENRY NEELE. 


** Man giveth up the ghost, and where is he?”—Jub xiv, 10. 


’ 


A= where is he? not by the side 
Whose every want he lov'd to tend; 
Not in those vaiiies, wand’ting wide, 
Where, sweetly lost, he oft would wend : 
That form beluv'd he marks no more, 
Those seenes admit’d no more shail sce: 
Those scenes are lovely as before, 
And she as fair—ut where 7s be ? 


No, no, the radiahce ts not dim 
That us’d to gild his fav’rite hill; 

The pleasures that wére deat to him 
Are dear to life and nature still ; 

And yet his honie is not as fair, 
Neglected must his garden be ; 

The lilies droop and wither there, 

And seem to whisper, “* Where ts he?” 


His was the pomp, the crowded hall, 
But where is now the proud display ? 
» His riches, honours, pleasures, all 
Desité could framie—but where are they ? 
Anc he, as some tall rock that stands 
Protected by the circling sea, 
Surrounded by admiring bands, 
Seem’d prowdly strong—and where is he? 


The charchyard bears an added stone, 
The fireside shews a vacant chair; 
Here sadness dwells, and weeps alune, 
And death displays his banner there : 
The life is o’er, the breath has fled, 
And what has been no mort shall be ; 
The well-known form, the welcome tread, 
Oh! where are they—and where is he? 








SONNET TO A CYPRESS GROVE, 


O" Grove of sorrow! to my mournful breast 
Congenial now-— amid thy darken’d shade, 
Where never sounds of laughiog joy invade, 
I sadly rove, with grief and care opprest : 
‘Time was when I detested thy dark gloom, 
But then with gladsome footsteps trod my hours, 
Then did I better love the rose’s bloom, 
And warder’d only over paths of flow’rs! 
Ah! that a yay and happy period was— 
Unburt I rov’d, from love's sharp arrows free: 
Oh thou! of this sad change the lovely cause, 
Laura, behold what thow hast made of me! 
This faded cheek, this sunk and tearful eye, 
Are deep reproaches of thy perjury. 














